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ARABIA:

SAUDI

ACTIONS AND ARRESTS

There is no question that the international community has
been engaged in a fierce war with a shadow enemy since
September 2001. Nations around the world recognize the
responsibility not only to protect their own citizens from the
threat of terrorism, but to protect the citizens of other countries
as well. Every government has had to take a stand in the
fight against evil. Often, the truth is hard to determine
because terrorists hide behind so many flags.

As part of a public debate in the United States, Saudi Arabia
has come under much scrutiny. While our leaders have
clearly stated our position and denounced terrorism at every
turn, we recognize that we will ultimately be judged not by
our words, but by our deeds.

Since September 2001, Saudi Arabia has arrested more
than 500 individuals with suspected ties to terrorism. Over
the course of these arrests, Saudi security officers also seized
large quantities of high explosives, automatic rifles, rocket
launchers, tons of bomb-making materials and devices, false
identity cards and documents, and large amounts of cash.
Many security officers have been killed or injured in recent
counter-terror activities.

of a number of terrorist cells after searching their hideouts
in farms and houses in Riyadh Province, Qasim Province and
the Eastern Province.

o Three men were arrested at a checkpoint in Al-Ka'akia
district of Makkah on July 25 for possessing printed
material that included a “religious edict” in support of
terrorist acts against Western targets.

o Saudi security forces on July 28 killed six terrorist suspects
and injured one more in a gunfight at a farm in Qasim
Province, 220 miles north of the capital, Riyadh. Two Saudi
security officers were killed and eight suffered minor injuries.
Four people who harbored the suspects were arrested.

o Three clerics, Ali Fahd Al-Khudair, Anmed Hamoud Mufreh
Al-Khaledi and Nasir Ahmed Al-Fuhaid, were arrested after
calling for support of the terrorists who carried out the
Riyadh attacks.

As the War on Terrorism wages on, Saudi Arabia remains
committed to rooting out and bringing to justice those who
perpetrate such heinous acts.

Many of these actions and arrests have been

highlighted in the world press, including:

o Yousif Salih Fahad Al-Ayeeri, a.k.a. Swift Sword,
a major Al-Qaeda operational planner and
fundraiser who was killed on May 31 while fleeing
from a security patrol.

o Ali Abdulrahman Said Alfagsi Al-Ghamdi, a.k.a.
Abu Bakr Al-Azdi, who surrendered to Saudi
authorities. Al-Ghamdi, considered one of the
top Al-Qaeda operatives in Saudi Arabia, is
suspected of being one of the masterminds of
the May 12 bombings in Riyadh.

e Turki Nasser Mishaal Aldandany, another top
Al-Qaeda operative and mastermind of the May
12 bombings, who was killed on July 3, along
with three other suspects in a gun battle with
security forces that had them surrounded.

¢ The Ministry of Interior announced on July 21
that Saudi authorities had defused terrorist
operations which were about to be carried out
against vital installations and arrested 16 members

“I vow to my fellow citizens, and to the friends who reside among
us, that the State will be vigilant about their security and
well-being. Our nation is capable, by the Grace of God Almighty
and the unity of its citizens, to confront and destroy the threat
posed by a deviant few and those who endorse or support them.
With the help of God Almighty, we shall prevail.”

Crown Prince Abdullah bin Abdulaziz,
May 13, 2003

“After the terrible attacks in Riyadh on May the 12th, the government
of Saudi Arabia has intensified its longstanding efforts against the
Al-Qaeda network...America and Saudi Arabia face a common
terrorist threat, and we appreciate the strong, continuing efforts
of the Saudi government in fighting that threat.”

ﬁ President George W. Bush,
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